
238 Putnam Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02139
July 26, 1990

Ms. Peggy Stone
William Doyle Galleries
175 East 87th Street
New York, N. Y.  10128

Dear Ms. Stone:

Re:  Eastman Johnson, Peasant Girl of Brabant, oil on canvas, 15
x 12-1/4 inches.  [Inscribed verso:  "E. Johnson/ -63"]

As you know, I examined this painting on July 18, 1990, at the 
William Doyle Galleries.  In my opinion the painting is by the 
nineteenth-century American genre and portrait painter Eastman 
Johnson.  The subject is one which he often drew or painted, and
the stylistic qualities are characteristic of his hand, such as:
1)  graphite (or pencil) lines to outline the features of the 
face--eyes, eyebrows, edge of nose, lips;  2)  full lips in the 
special way he did;  3)  the massing of lights and shadows; 4) 
the highlights on the brooch; and 5)  the use of a brown-red 
sienna underpainting to stand in for the half tones, such as 
where the sleeve casts a shadow on the subject's arm.  The 
handling of paint on the background is also characteristic.

As you know, I examined the painting with a portable ultra-
violet light and was able to determine nothing.  Under the UV 
light the surface is uniform, as if it had been covered with 
some sort of varnish or substance which has the effect of 
masking any restoration which may have been done to the 
painting.  However, judging with my naked eye the canvas looks 
good. 

It may be that the painting is the same as that listed in John 
I. H. Baur's checklist of Johnson paintings included in his 
catalogue, An American Genre Painter:  Eastman Johnson, 1824-
1906 (Brooklyn Museum, 1940), p. 65.  The entry reads as 
follows:

130.  PEASANT GIRL OF BRABANT
Oil on canvas, 15 x 12 in.
Lower right:  E. J.    E. Johnson -- 63
Owner:  Alfred S. Faiella. 

I do not recall seeing the painting initialed.  It certainly did
not seem to be signed in the front.  John Baur (since deceased) 



may have recorded the entry from information supplied by the 
then owner.
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I have built upon Baur's scholarship and now know of a number of
other works by Johnson related to your painting.  There are, 
however, variations in the headdress, clothing and 
ornamentation.  Johnson spent about six years in Europe from 
1851 to 1855:  two in  Dusseldorf, four years in Holland and the
last few months in Paris.  He could have traveled over to 
Brabant in Belgium at any time during that period.  However, the
subject of Brabant peasants was a popular one with many artists 
at mid-century.  I am inclined to believe that he used early 
sketches for some of the canvases dated as late as 1874.  (For 
general background on Johnson, see Patricia Hills, The Genre 
Painting of Eastman Johnson:  The Sources and Development of His
Style and Themes [New York:  Garland Publishing, 1977]).

The Bohemian Girl, oil on canvas, 9-1/4 x 6-3/4 inches, 
which sold at a Parke-Bernet (Sotheby's) Sale held on April
25, 1980, and was subsequently obtained by the Litchfield 
Auction Gallery in 1984.  [A different head covering.] 

Woman Spinning, 1874.  Oil on canvas, 36 x 30.  Sotheby's, 
Oct. 25, 1979, Lot #43.  She wears the same handkerchief-
like head covering as your painting.  [See photocopy of a 
poloroid.] 

Margaret at the Wheel.  13-1/2 x 9-1/2 inches.  Signed LL  
"E. J." No. 84 of the Eastman Johnson Estate Sale, held at 
the American Art Galleries, February 1907 [see attached 
entry]

The Holland Peasant Girl.  21-1/2 x 17-1/2 inches.  Signed 
LL:  "E. Johnson"  No. 106 of the Eastman Johnson Estate 
Sale, held at the American Art Galleries, February 1907 
[see attached entry]

Peasant Girl of Brabant.  #38.  Mr. J. Stricker Jenkins 
Collection.  Exhibited and sold by Leavitt Art Rooms, 1876.
[This may be one of the above.]

Head of a Young Girl.  ca. 1850.  Charcoal and Chalk, 19 x 
15 inches.  Signed LL:  "E. J."  Parke-Bernet Sale No. 4048
(1977?).  Private Collection.  [Enclosed is a photocopy of 
the photograph.]

Marguerite.  1860.  Lithograph printed by Charles Hart.  
Department of Prints and Drawings, The Brooklyn Museum, 
40.11. Although the subject wears no head covering the face
seems to be quite similar to your version.  [Enclosed is a 
photocopy of the photograph.]



The painting which you have there is a sweet painting and should
appeal to someone.
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If I come across any more information I will pass it along.  I 
would appreciate receiving an 8 x 10 inch photograph for my 
files and knowing the deposition of the painting since I plan to
include it in my catalogue raisonne. 

I hope this has been of some help to you.  

Sincerely yours,

Patricia Hills

enclosures


